Smawthorne Henry Moore
Academy Newsletter

Dea Parents and Carers,

As we come to the end of another busy and rewarding term, we would like to take this
opportunity to reflect on what has been a truly joyful and memorable festive period.

We have thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the eoidterm Christmas celebrations and

have absolutely loved seeing the children perform in their Christmas productions. Their
confidence, enthusiasm, and excitement were a delight to watch, and it was wonderful to
see how proud they felt sharing their hard work with you. These moments ayalso
special and really capture the spirit of the season.

We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to all parents and carers for the incredible
support you have shown throughout this time. Your generosity and willingness to help
whether through @nations, giving up your time to attend performances, supporting the
raffle, or ensuring the children had everything they needed for Christmas parties and
festive outfitg has been greatly appreciated. We know that this time of year can be
particularly busyand that there has been a lot to remember, so we truly recognise the
effort you have made. Your support plays such an important role in making these
experiences meaningful and enjoyable for the children, and it has not gone unnoticed.

We hope you enjoyaking time to look through this newsletter and revisiting the highlights
of our endof-term celebrations. As the term draws to a close, we would like to wish all our
families a very happy and restful Christmas break. We hope it is a time filled withysecio
memories, quality time together, and opportunities to relax and celebrate this special time
of year.

Thank you once again for your continued support, and we very much look forward to
welcoming you back and working together again next temrhere no dabt more
Smawthorne Experiences will be had and more memories made as a school family.

Merry Christmas from us all!

Warm regards, Mrs Dixon

#TheSmawthorneExperience



News from our Accomplish Family Y.

We continue to strengthen and develop our relationships w
the other schools within our Trusiyorking closely together ACCOMPLISH

to further improve and refine our classroom practice across
all settings. As part of this collaboration, we have been
extremely fortunate to receive highuality training to
become a Talk Partner school. While the idea of respkctfu
and purposeful talk may sound obvious, this training has
provided us with a clear and consistent approach that is nc
used across all classes. This ensures that all children rece
the same messages, experience the same teacher signals
move throughthe school with shared expectations for
respectful talk and courteous behaviour during lessons. Th
agreed principles are not only embedded in classroom
practice but are also used consistently in assemblies and
throughout the wider school environmentglping to create a
calm, respectful, and supportive learning culture for all. Accompish MAT X.com

In addition to this exciting work, we were delighted to What a magical morning @AuckleySchool
welcome Auckley Primary Academy into our TruSt at the St orioyandpromeel  hankyos Apa foryour
of November. To mark the occasion, we gifted them a bask e

of storiesfocused on trees, along with an apple tree to plan
within their school grounds. Asoth of our school logoshare
a tree, this felt like a meaningful and symbolic way to
welcome them and celebrate our growing community. We
very much look forwarda working closely with Auckley
Primary Academy in the future and continuing to build stroi

collaborative relationships across our Trust.

Accomplish MAT @accomplish... - 19/11/2025 X
How magical

It’s all in the magic of the welcome
ckl he

. Pastoral@auckleyprimary - 19/11/2025
‘Believe in the Magic of New Beginnings'
Thank you our new school family for the
beautiful gifts & for welcoming us &3

ish_mat@tr r
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Attendance::

This half term, our attendance has unfortunately regressed further. We comple
understand that there has been a significant amount of ilinpasticularly at this
time of year; however, it is crucial that we now work closely together to impro
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progress, and confidence, and improving this is something we carachigve
through a shared commitment between home and school.

Our Attendance Officer, Mrs Boyd, will be inviting some families to meet with |

next term to unpick any barriers to attendance and to discuss how we can w

together to support improvementWe kindly ask parents and carers to be mindf

when booking appointments and, wherever possible, to arrange these outside
school hoursLost learning time cannot be regained.

In addition, please ensure that children arrive at school before 8:45amohsgs
begin promptly at 8:45am, and children who arrive after this time are alread
missing important learning, putting them at a disadvantage for the rest of the c
Being on time is essential in helping children maximise their learning and me
strong piogress.

Yearly Attendance

Year: Attendance: Difference to
. 96% target:
2023-2024 92.38 3.62
Be an Attendance Hero... 2024-2025 93 86 > 14

2025-2026 so 92.78 322
_ farl

Here Every day Ready On time!

Good attendance will help our children to:

= Achieve well and be successful. -

5 MOMENTS
Know the value of hard work and effort. MATTER'

- Experience the full curriculum. mﬁ \ DANCE

= Feel more confident and happier about couN]'s,

school and learning.

As a parent you can support your child to enjoy school life by ensuring
they attend school EVERY day, arriving on time.
Children arriving after 8:55am are marked on the register as ‘L’
(late to school)

#TheSmawthorneExperience
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School Attendance Vlatters

While our current attendance figure stands@#t.78%,our school target remains
above 96%, and we are determined to work towards this together. Attendar

summaries for each child will be sent out shortly attex Christmas bregkand

we are hopeful to see a positive improvement next term. We will contioue
celebrate good attendance through our attendance jars, with stars added e;
day a class achieves 100% attendance, leading to a class reward once the
full. Attendance below 90% is classed as persistent absence, and we appre
your continued spport in ensuring children attend school whenever possible
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2025-2026 Attendance Incentives

your choice!

Attendance achievement:

Reward/Incentive:

100% Attendance for the term

Certificate and badge

100% Attendance for the full year

Certificate, badge and ice-cream van
playtime

96% and above for the term

Raffle ticket for a family voucher

96% and above for the term

Raffle ticket to win a scooter

Class 96% and above for the week

Roll of the dice in assembly Classopoly
game

Most money in class Classopoly
envelope

Pizza party

Class 100% attendance for the week

Chocolate fountain treat as a class

Winning class attendance each week

Attendance teddy — Star and Ace

100% class attendance for the day

Add a star in the Star Jar, collect a full
jar for a treat from the menu!

OMENTS
w\ATTER.

ATTENDANCE

COUNTS. e

@:DIDYOU
\4 KNOW?

Being just 10
minutes late
each day
equates to 30
hours of lost
learning each
year...

il 50 Hours OF | &5 HOURS OF | 95 HOURS OF
LEARNING LOST [l LEARNING LOST | LEARNING LOST

#AttendanceCounts

MINUTES

|
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and go int®

raffle to wina

#TheSmawthorneExperience

Fab Four Weeks of Attendance:

Attend all five days and go into your classes
raffle to attend a Pizza Party with a friend of

your classes

- e days
Attend all five chocolate santa!

B

Attendance
Matters!

e
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School Attendance Viatters

Here are a few photos from our attendance pizza party for our Week 2 winn
and their friend! The children loved this special treat.

Fab Four Weeks of Attendance:

Week 2!

Attend all five days and go into your classes
raffle to attend a Pizza Party with a friend of
your choice!

Y O Attendance
IS Matters!

#TheSmawthorneExperience
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Qur School Rules

_

| How shall we |
B creet each other? [
**

We are really proud of our new behaviour system, which is helping us to create a cal
positive and respectful learning environment across the school. Our three schoot rule
Ready, Respectful and Safecontinue to guide everything we do. We are working harc
to embed a culture of positive reinforcement through our Recognition Boards, where
children are celebrated for consistently doing the right thing and making good choice
Alongside this, we havetmmduced a new House Points system, recognising pupils for
their academic effort, work ethic and focus on learnifige winnirg house colour will be
announced nexterm. They will enjoy their welleserved treat after half ten, when
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Our School Rules

Be Ready

Be Respectful
Be Safe

#TheSmawthorneExperience



Lunchtime Links and Play!
. _ -
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At lunchtime, we have been working
hard to develop our timetable and
activity offer to ensure this important
part of the day is enjoyable, purposefi
and sociableLunchtime is a key
opportunity for children to build
friendships and practise important life

skills, so we have made a number o
adjustments to help everyone make tr
most of this time. Our focus has beel
on promoting good table manners,
kindness, socialkills and care for
others.

We have also introduced a new and
SEOAGAY3T AYAGAL G
[ AY]1 ade ¢&chaol A a
paperchain, built collectively from
Reception to Year 6, with each link
representing a moment of exceptiona
manners, respeabr safe behaviour.
Our aim is to reach 500 links to earn
special wholeschool treatWe are
currently on367links so we will
hopefully meet our 500 target when w

return from the Christmas break! J

#TheSmawthorneExperience




Golden Tahle

In addition to our Lunchtime Links initiative, the F e
Golden Table has continued to be a great succe:!
Children from each class have thoroughly enjoye
the opportunity to be chosen and to invite a frienc
of their choice to join them for lunch each Friday

This special experience creates a real sense o

excitement and pride, and the beautifully set tabl

makes it feel like a truly memorable occasion fol

those involved. The Golden Table remains a posi

and inclusive way to celebrate children across th

school, and it has been wonderful to see how mu
the children value and look forward to this

opportunity.

#TheSmawthorneExperience
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Introducing our brand new Celebration Assemblies

Our Celebration Assemblies have been a wonderful addition to our school week.
Friday, parents and carers are invited to join us in celebrating our Star of the Wi
pupils and heangabout the fantastic reasons behind their selection. During the
aaSyoftes 0SIFOKSNB aKFNB SkFOK OKAfRQ
journey so far this year, making it a truly special moment for everyone involved.
feedback frompareit Kl &8 0SSy SEGNBYSté& LIRaA
YIye 2F @2dz 22AYyAy3d dza G2 OSft SOoNI (S
continuing to welcome families into this experience throughout the year. Thank yac
always, for your patiencand understanding as we can only choose one child pe
class each week, it may take a little time before every child has their turn to shir

tar of the Wee;

B
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Family vaiyes
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Our Prospective Parent Open Evening

We recently held avonderful prospective
parent open evening for our Reception 20.
intake, and it was a pleasure to welcome
many new families into our school. We lov
having the opportunity to share what make
our school such a special place and to showc
the learningexperiences we offer our younge:
pupils. Families enjoyed taking part ir
treasure hunt around the school, which ga
them a chance to explore our learnir
environments in a fun and engaging way.
addition, curriculum leaders were on hand
share inbrmation about their subject areas an
answer questions, helping parents gain a cl
insight into our curriculum and ethos. Thal
you to everyone who attendedwe thoroughly
enjoyed meeting you and look forward 1
welcoming some of you back in the futur

Reception
Open Evening

Dear Parents and Carers,

We are delighted to invite you to our Open Evening for families considering a Reception place for
September 2026.

Join us to discover what makes our Academy such a happy, inspiring, and nurturing place for
children to learn and grow. During the evening, you will have the opportunity to:

e Meet our dedicated teaching staff and leadership team

e Explore our classrooms and learning environments

e Learn about our curriculum and approach to early years education

e Hear about the support and enrichment opportunities available for every child

Date: Monday 3 ber and day 17"

Time: 4:00-5:30

Location: Smawthorne Henry Moore Academy, Ashton Road, Castleford, WF10 SAX

We warmly welcome you to come and experience our vibrant school community first-hand. If you
wish to book your place, please email admin@smawthorneprimary.org or contact the school office

on 01877 558385. We look forward to welcoming you so that you can see what makes our Academy
such a special place to start your child’s learning journey.

We look forward to meeting you!

Warm regards, Mrs Dixon, Headteacher

ACCOMPLISH



Year 4 visit to The Hepworth Gallery

Year 4 had a wonderful visit to The Hepworth Gall
as part of their learning about thartist, Barbara
Hepworth. The children thoroughly enjoyed explori
the gallery, viewing a range of sculptures, &
developing a deeper understanding of her work &
artistic style. A highlight of the visit was taking part i
creative workshop, which alved the children to
respond to the artwork in an imaginative and harais
way. The visit was an inspiring experience and provi
a valuable opportunity to enrich their learning beyol
the classroom, bringing their studies of Barbz
Hepworth to life.

#TheSmawthorneExperience



We had a great 'World Nursery Rhyme
Week' in Early Years. The children san
range of Nursery Rhymes, some familii
ones and some new ones which the
children learnt quickly and confidently.
We enjoyed exploring and engaging in |
range of activities linketb a daily
rhyme, some of our favourites included
Incy Wincy spider, Twinkle twinkle little
star and Humpty Dumpty. Ask your chi
which Nursery Rhyme was their
favourite and encourage them to
perform it for you

#TheSmawthorneExperience



Our Yoga Sessions

We are excited tshare that we have introduced yoga into our school
timetable! Children in Year 2, Year 3, and Year 5 will be enjoyintehailfy
sessions, exploring different poses, breathing techniques, and relaxatiol
exercises. Yoga is a wonderful way for childrendwedop balance, flexibility,
and coordination, while also supporting their mental wellbeing. It encourac
mindfulness, focus, and se#gulation, helping children to manage stress ar
build resilience. In addition, yoga promotes confidence, body awaseraawl
teamwork, making it a valuable and enjoyable addition to our schoolext
half term will be the turn again for Lions, Turtles and Chimpanzees.

#TheSmawthorneExperience




Wraparound = Introducing our new themed nights!

Our Wraparound Service, The Den, continues to be a happy, welcoming space w
children can relax, have fun and enjoy a wide range of enriching experiences beyor
school day. Recently, children have loved taking part in special sessions such as
Night, The Teacher Who Came to Tea, and a festive Christmas Party Night, all desi
make their time at Wraparound engaging, memorable and full of smiles. We are ex
G2 0SS tFdzyOKAYy3 yS¢g GUKSYSR S@OSyAy3ds&e )
with you. The Den is here to support families whenever needed, offering care fro
7:30am through to 6:00pm please do ask if you would like to know more.

& What an incredible Bingo Night at Wraparound! 8
Thank you to everyone who joined us for an evening full of
laughter, excitement, and amazing prizes. It was wonderful to
see so many happy faces enjoying the games together.

A huge shoutout to our team for organizing such a fun event.
We can't wait to do it again soon!

This week is movie week! |

#TheSmawthorneExperience



Wraparound - Our Spring Term themed nights!

Karaoke
night

#TheSmawthorneExperience
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Embedding our Values through assemblies

Smawthorne Henry Moore Academy
Our Family Values
Learning Through the Inspriational Work of
Others

rteous Resilient Forgiving Generous Responsible

T
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We learn about inspirational people
to help us understand our school
values. They are people who
demonstrate our values through their
behaviour and attitudes.

Honest- e tell the truth

Respectiul- We look after each other

Resilient- we never give up
Forgiving- We don’t hold grudges
Generous- We share with each other

Our school values underpin everything that we
at SHMA, guiding how we learn, play, and gr
together. We make sure these values are tau
explicitly through meaningful assembliés
Autumn?2, our focus was obeing responsible
On our return to schoo]we will be learning
through theinspiringstoriesof Learie
Constantine and Malal#ousafzailearning how
responsible behaviours are demonstrat
through ouractions

#TheSmawthorneExperience
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