
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we come to the end of another busy and rewarding term, we would like to take this 
opportunity to reflect on what has been a truly joyful and memorable festive period.  
 
We have thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the end-of-term Christmas celebrations and 
have absolutely loved seeing the children perform in their Christmas productions. Their 
confidence, enthusiasm, and excitement were a delight to watch, and it was wonderful to 
see how proud they felt sharing their hard work with you. These moments are always so 
special and really capture the spirit of the season. 
 
We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to all parents and carers for the incredible 
support you have shown throughout this time. Your generosity and willingness to helpτ
whether through donations, giving up your time to attend performances, supporting the 
raffle, or ensuring the children had everything they needed for Christmas parties and 
festive outfitsτhas been greatly appreciated. We know that this time of year can be 
particularly busy and that there has been a lot to remember, so we truly recognise the 
effort you have made. Your support plays such an important role in making these 
experiences meaningful and enjoyable for the children, and it has not gone unnoticed. 
 
We hope you enjoy taking time to look through this newsletter and revisiting the highlights 
of our end-of-term celebrations. As the term draws to a close, we would like to wish all our 
families a very happy and restful Christmas break. We hope it is a time filled with precious 
memories, quality time together, and opportunities to relax and celebrate this special time 
of year.  
 
Thank you once again for your continued support, and we very much look forward to 
welcoming you back and working together again next term, where no doubt more 
Smawthorne Experiences will be had and more memories made as a school family. 
 
Merry Christmas from us all! 

 
Warm regards, Mrs Dixon 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We continue to strengthen and develop our relationships with 

the other schools within our Trust, working closely together 

to further improve and refine our classroom practice across 

all settings. As part of this collaboration, we have been 

extremely fortunate to receive high-quality training to 

become a Talk Partner school. While the idea of respectful 

and purposeful talk may sound obvious, this training has 

provided us with a clear and consistent approach that is now 

used across all classes. This ensures that all children receive 

the same messages, experience the same teacher signals, and 

move through the school with shared expectations for 

respectful talk and courteous behaviour during lessons. These 

agreed principles are not only embedded in classroom 

practice but are also used consistently in assemblies and 

throughout the wider school environment, helping to create a 

calm, respectful, and supportive learning culture for all. 

In addition to this exciting work, we were delighted to 

welcome Auckley Primary Academy into our Trust at the start 

of November. To mark the occasion, we gifted them a basket 

of stories focused on trees, along with an apple tree to plant 

within their school grounds. As both of our school logos share 

a tree, this felt like a meaningful and symbolic way to 

welcome them and celebrate our growing community. We 

very much look forward to working closely with Auckley 

Primary Academy in the future and continuing to build strong, 

collaborative relationships across our Trust. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This half term, our attendance has unfortunately regressed further. We completely 

understand that there has been a significant amount of illness, particularly at this 

time of year; however, it is crucial that we now work closely together to improve 

ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘŜǊƳΦ {ǘǊƻƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ 

progress, and confidence, and improving this is something we can only achieve 

through a shared commitment between home and school. 
 

Our Attendance Officer, Mrs Boyd, will be inviting some families to meet with her 

next term to unpick any barriers to attendance and to discuss how we can work 

together to support improvement. We kindly ask parents and carers to be mindful 

when booking appointments and, wherever possible, to arrange these outside of 

school hours. Lost learning time cannot be regained.  

 In addition, please ensure that children arrive at school before 8:45am. Lessons 

begin promptly at 8:45am, and children who arrive after this time are already 

missing important learning, putting them at a disadvantage for the rest of the day. 

Being on time is essential in helping children maximise their learning and make 

strong progress. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While our current attendance figure stands at 92.78%, our school target remains 

above 96%, and we are determined to work towards this together. Attendance 

summaries for each child will be sent out shortly after the Christmas break, and 

we are hopeful to see a positive improvement next term. We will continue to 

celebrate good attendance through our attendance jars, with stars added each 

day a class achieves 100% attendance, leading to a class reward once the jar is 

full. Attendance below 90% is classed as persistent absence, and we appreciate 

your continued support in ensuring children attend school whenever possible. 

¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ 

progress, and overall success. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are a few photos from our attendance pizza party for our Week 2 winners 

and their friend! The children loved this special treat.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are really proud of our new behaviour system, which is helping us to create a calm, 

positive and respectful learning environment across the school. Our three school rules ς 

Ready, Respectful and Safe ς continue to guide everything we do. We are working hard 

to embed a culture of positive reinforcement through our Recognition Boards, where 

children are celebrated for consistently doing the right thing and making good choices. 

Alongside this, we have introduced a new House Points system, recognising pupils for 

their academic effort, work ethic and focus on learning. The winning house colour will be 

announced next term.  They will enjoy their well-deserved treat after half term, when 

ǿŜΩƭƭ ǊŜǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ  
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At lunchtime, we have been working 

hard to develop our timetable and 

activity offer to ensure this important 

part of the day is enjoyable, purposeful 

and sociable. Lunchtime is a key 

opportunity for children to build 

friendships and practise important life 

skills, so we have made a number of 

adjustments to help everyone make the 

most of this time. Our focus has been 

on promoting good table manners, 

kindness, social skills and care for 

others. 

We have also introduced a new and 

ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά[ǳƴŎƘǘƛƳŜ 

[ƛƴƪǎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ-school 

paperchain, built collectively from 

Reception to Year 6, with each link 

representing a moment of exceptional 

manners, respect or safe behaviour. 

Our aim is to reach 500 links to earn a 

special whole-school treat. We are 

currently on 367 links so we will 

hopefully meet our 500 target when we 

return from the Christmas break!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to our Lunchtime Links initiative, the 

Golden Table has continued to be a great success. 

Children from each class have thoroughly enjoyed 

the opportunity to be chosen and to invite a friend 

of their choice to join them for lunch each Friday. 

This special experience creates a real sense of 

excitement and pride, and the beautifully set table 

makes it feel like a truly memorable occasion for 

those involved. The Golden Table remains a positive 

and inclusive way to celebrate children across the 

school, and it has been wonderful to see how much 

the children value and look forward to this 

opportunity.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Celebration Assemblies have been a wonderful addition to our school week. Each 

Friday, parents and carers are invited to join us in celebrating our Star of the Week 

pupils and hearing about the fantastic reasons behind their selection. During the 

ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 

journey so far this year, making it a truly special moment for everyone involved. The 

feedback from parentǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 

continuing to welcome families into this experience throughout the year. Thank you, as 

always, for your patience and understanding τ as we can only choose one child per 

class each week, it may take a little time before every child has their turn to shine! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We recently held a wonderful prospective 

parent open evening for our Reception 2026 

intake, and it was a pleasure to welcome so 

many new families into our school. We loved 

having the opportunity to share what makes 

our school such a special place and to showcase 

the learning experiences we offer our youngest 

pupils. Families enjoyed taking part in a 

treasure hunt around the school, which gave 

them a chance to explore our learning 

environments in a fun and engaging way. In 

addition, curriculum leaders were on hand to 

share information about their subject areas and 

answer questions, helping parents gain a clear 

insight into our curriculum and ethos. Thank 

you to everyone who attendedτwe thoroughly 

enjoyed meeting you and look forward to 

welcoming some of you back in the future. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 had a wonderful visit to The Hepworth Gallery 

as part of their learning about the artist, Barbara 

Hepworth. The children thoroughly enjoyed exploring 

the gallery, viewing a range of sculptures, and 

developing a deeper understanding of her work and 

artistic style. A highlight of the visit was taking part in a 

creative workshop, which allowed the children to 

respond to the artwork in an imaginative and hands-on 

way. The visit was an inspiring experience and provided 

a valuable opportunity to enrich their learning beyond 

the classroom, bringing their studies of Barbara 

Hepworth to life. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a great 'World Nursery Rhyme 

Week' in Early Years. The children sang a 

range of Nursery Rhymes, some familiar 

ones and some new ones which the 

children learnt quickly and confidently. 

We enjoyed exploring and engaging in a 

range of activities linked to a daily 

rhyme, some of our favourites included: 

Incy Wincy spider, Twinkle twinkle little 

star and Humpty Dumpty. Ask your child 

which Nursery Rhyme was their 

favourite and encourage them to 

perform it for you! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are excited to share that we have introduced yoga into our school 

timetable! Children in Year 2, Year 3, and Year 5 will be enjoying half-termly 

sessions, exploring different poses, breathing techniques, and relaxation 

exercises. Yoga is a wonderful way for children to develop balance, flexibility, 

and coordination, while also supporting their mental wellbeing. It encourages 

mindfulness, focus, and self-regulation, helping children to manage stress and 

build resilience. In addition, yoga promotes confidence, body awareness, and 

teamwork, making it a valuable and enjoyable addition to our school day. Next 

half term will be the turn again for Lions, Turtles and Chimpanzees. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Wraparound Service, The Den, continues to be a happy, welcoming space where 

children can relax, have fun and enjoy a wide range of enriching experiences beyond the 

school day. Recently, children have loved taking part in special sessions such as Bingo 

Night, The Teacher Who Came to Tea, and a festive Christmas Party Night, all designed to 

make their time at Wraparound engaging, memorable and full of smiles. We are excited 

ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǘƘŜƳŜŘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜse 

with you. The Den is here to support families whenever needed, offering care from 

7:30am through to 6:00pm τ please do ask if you would like to know more.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our school values underpin everything that we do 

at SHMA, guiding how we learn, play, and grow 

together. We make sure these values are taught 

explicitly through meaningful assemblies. In 

Autumn 2, our focus was on being responsible.  

On our return to school, we will be learning 

through the inspiring stories of Learie 

Constantine and Malala Yousafzai, learning how 

responsible behaviours are demonstrated 

through our actions. 


